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What if our entire 
team provided all of 
our students with 
tools to become 
effective writers in 
every class this year? 

Tools can 
change what 

is possible. 
Source: Smithsonian.com



Homologous Structures 

Directions: “Based on what we 
have discussed, and the evidence 
you see here, who do you think we 
(humans) are more closely related 
to: bats or chickens?” Use the 
TEPAC strategy to support your 
answer. 







This question is worth two points. 

argument

reasoning claim

evidence

task



Evidence
Paraphrase
Analysis
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Concluding sentence





Controversial/Complex issue (“Appropriate form of protest”) 
Expectations:

● Time Constraint: 90 minutes 
● Three sources: 

○ Pro/Con article, First Amendment, and Infographic
● Multi-paragraph argumentative essay 
● Counterclaim required 





One of the world’s oldest sets of laws was 
written by Hammurabi, king of Babylon in 
the 18th century BCE. Hammurabi’s Code is 
often studied to understand the values of 
ancient Mesopotamia. This Mini-Q explores 
the idea of fairness -- what is “just” -- by 
asking to think about the punishments and 
rewards that made up Hammurabi’s code. 







How do our instructional practices equip 
our students to meet the demands of 
rigorous writing tasks? 

teachpark.org



STRONG FOUNDATIONS - THE BASIC PARAGRAPH  

CONSISTENCY - COMMON LANGUAGE AND EXPECTATIONS 

ACROSS DISCIPLINES

S. M. A. R. T. GOALS: 

Challenge: With your grade-level 
and/or content team, create a 
S.M.A.R.T. goal centered on what you 
want to see your students achieve in 
terms of writing this year.  



TEPAC OVERVIEW











The case for 
TEPAC! 

TEPAC is 
applicable to all 
disciplines. 

TEPAC is simple. 

TEPAC is flexible. 

draft



The TEPAC 
structure 
can be 
modified 
and [should] 
increase in 
rigor over 
time. 



Next steps:
LC Goal - Compile and create a TOOL, such as a Sierra Writer’s Handbook for our students in 
collaboration with the entire Sierra teaching team! 

What are some tools, reference sheets, wishlist items, and helpful 
resources that we should include in our Writer’s handbook? What 
writing-centered objectives do you want our students to be able to do 
by the end of this year? 

Upload your comments and ideas on the Sierra Writer’s 
Handbook PADLET!  

     Go to: bit.ly/SierraWrites 

EQ: How do our instructional practices equip our 
students to meet the demands of rigorous writing tasks? 

http://bit.ly/SierraWrites


http://bit.ly/SierraFeedback

